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NEW YORK CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS ANNOUNCES LAUNCH OF  
HIDDEN VOICES: STORIES OF THE GLOBAL AFRICAN DIASPORA  

 
Teaching resources and student materials will be provided to NYCPS schools and free to all 

online at WeTeachNYC.org 
 

Photos of the event can be found here. The livestream can be found here.  
The curricular resources can be found here. 

 
NEW YORK – Schools Chancellor David C. Banks yesterday at a historic Black History Month 
celebration unveiled Volume 1 of Hidden Voices: Stories of the Global African Diaspora. This 
groundbreaking curriculum, a collaboration between multiple educational and cultural 
institutions, esteemed scholars, and experts, offers a set of curricular resources that offers an 
in-depth exploration of the African diaspora’s influence on global and United Sates history. 
 
“This was a very historic day as we announce Hidden Voices: Stories of the Global African 
Diaspora history curriculum. For all these years – all the struggles, all the protests – we had no 
Black history curriculum in New York City Public Schools. To me, that’s unconscionable and 
completely unacceptable,” said Schools Chancellor David C. Banks. “Everybody needs to know 
about the contributions that Black people have made in this nation and to the world. When we 
raise the consciousness of people by education them, then they don’t see other folks as the 
other.”  
 
The lessons in Volume 1 include:  

• Africans in Ancient Worlds 
• A Sovereign Africa (into the 17th century)  
• An African Diaspora in the Making (15th-19th centuries)  
• Slavery and Resistance  

 
The curriculum is tailored for specific grade levels, with lessons designed to engage students in 
age-appropriate discussions and analyses.  
 
Additionally, NYCPS staff collaborated with scholars to create a series of new comic books, 
including Jali: Literature of Africa and the Diaspora, a comic book adapted from a short story by 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/196938987@N02/albums/72177720315166944
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6QbC1o1u4s
https://www.weteachnyc.org/resources/resource/hidden-voices-stories-of-the-global-african-diaspora-volume-1/


Haddis Alemayehu. Hard copies of this, along with a series of newly created posters will be 
given to all public schools across the city, and all materials will be available for free digital 
download for any educator in the world at weteachnyc.org.  
 
The publication of Hidden Voices: Stories of the Global African Diaspora is a highly significant 
development in the ever-evolving determination to improve and enhance the education of our 
young people,” said Michael A. Gomez, Silver Professor of History and Middle Eastern and 
Islamic Studies, Director, Center for the Study of Africa and the African Diaspora (CSAAD), 
New York University. “Written by leading scholars of the day, the articles comprising Hidden 
Voices explore in some depth the lives of African-descended persons in both Africa and its 
diaspora, ranging in notoriety, who individually and collectively made signal contributions to 
history. This exploration is highly interactive, providing teachers with innovative tools by which 
they may lead students in further researching the persons and circumstances featured. 
Students will undoubtedly benefit from these accounts, as they bear a direct relationship to 
their own diverse communities and experiences. Hidden Voices is a wonderful achievement.” 
 
“We are all the beneficiaries of the innovations, creativity, and work of Africans and people of 
African descent. That is, one cannot understand the making of the modern world without an 
understanding of the history of Africa and the global African Diaspora,” said Omar H. Ali, Dean, 
Lloyd International Honors College, University of North Carolina at Greensboro. “Through a 
range of inspiring biographies, textured primary sources, and thought-provoking questions, 
Hidden Voices brings to life the ways in which Black people since antiquity have made the world 
we are in and of which we – each and every one of us – are an inextricable part." 
 
“At a time when many school districts and states are intent on hiding the complex history of 
people of African descent in the US and around the world, this project is intent on putting in 
front of students the experiences of Black communities, the contributions of Black individuals, 
and all of the complexities connect these pasts to our difficult, painful, but also hopeful 
present,” said Trevor Getz, Professor of African and World History, Department Chair 
Secondary Education, San Francisco State University, President, World History Association. 
“It’s a project that reaffirms our collective humanity through the study of the creativity, 
production, achievement, and struggles of an often silenced community.” 
 
ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
 
The lead scholar was Michael A. Gomez, New York University.  
 
Contributing scholars are:   

• Omar Ali, University of North Carolina at Greensboro 
• Solange Ashby, Barnard College 



• Lissette Acosta Corniel, Assistant Professor, Department of Race and Ethnic Studies, 
BMCC    

• Sharika Crawford, US Naval Academy 
• Trevor Getz, San Francisco State University  
• Walter Greason, Macalester College 
• Rebecca Hall, Independent Scholar 
• Kwasi Konadu, Colgate University 
• Michael Long, Independent Scholar 
• Tyesha Maddox, Fordham University 
• Allyson Schettino, New-York Historical Society 
• Robyn C. Spencer-Antoine, Lehman College 
• Ben Talton, Howard University 
• Leo Velloso-Lyons, Cornell University   
• Yohuru Williams, University of St. Thomas 

 
ABOUT HIDDEN VOICES 
 
The Hidden Voices initiative was started in direct response to feedback we received from 
educators who wanted support in embedding content into their lessons that reflects the 
cultures and diversity in their classrooms. The Hidden Voices guides are designed to align with 
Passport to Social Studies, the curriculum designed by NYC Public Schools and used in more 
than 90 percent of schools citywide. Each profile in Hidden Voices includes focus questions to 
help teachers think about how the profile can be used when teaching different aspects of the 
curriculum, as well as guidance for relevant grades, units, and lesson plans within Passport. 
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